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CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.8(a) and 1.10 
I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

Mailing 

■ deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

37 CFR 1.8(a) 37 CFR 1.10 

□ widi sufficient postage as first class mail ■ As "Express Mail Post OfTlce to Addressee'* 

Mailing Label No. EL 810082580 US 

Transmission 

□ transmitted by facsimile to Fax No addressed to Examiner at the US Patent and Trademark 

Office. 



Date: 



tool ^^^^^^ ^^^^ 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 
AND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Restriction Requirement 

In response to the Examiner's requirement for an election of the claims, mailed 
October 10, 2001, in the above-identified patent application. Applicant elects Group I, 
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Response to Restriction/Preliminary Amendment 



Claims 1-100, with traverse. With respect to the election of species. Applicant elects 
Group iii (Specie 3) depicted in FIGS. 2A-2F, with traverse. 

First, FIG. l-I ("Specie 2") is not a distinct specie and should be combined with 
FIG, 1-H ("Specie 1"). FIG. l-I is a cross-sectional view of the semiconductive wafer 
fragment depicted in FIG. 1-H, taken along line 11-11. The Examiner is respectfully 
directed to the application at page 6, lines 19-20, and page 12, lines 4-6. Accordingly, 
Specie Groups i and ii should be properly combined. 

Second, the Examiner's statement that none of the claims appear to be generic is 
incorrect. The following claims are generic to .all of the identified species groups: 
independent Claims 1, 46, 48, 58, 60, 61 and 72, and dependant Claims 2-16, 27-43, 47, 
49,59,62-71 and 73-78. 

All of the foregoing claims are readable on Group iii: Specie 3 (FIGS. 2A-2F:). 
(The claims are also readable on Specie Groups i and ii and Specie Group iv.)- In 
addition. Claims 50, 79 and 81 (and dependant claims 44-45, 51-57, 80 and 82) read on 
the elected Group iii (Specie 3) with regard to the formation of the adjacent structures 
(30", 32") illustrated in FIG. 2F. 

V Applicant notes that the election of species is for the purpose of prosecution on ' 
the merits, and that Applicant will be entitled to consideration of claims to additional 
species upon allowance of a generic claim. 

Preliminary Amendment 

Prior to substantive examination, Applicant requests that the following 
amendments be made to the above-referenced application. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as shown in the attached replacement sheets submitted 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.12(c). A redline version is enclosed to illustrate the amendments to 
the claims. 
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Response to Restriction/Preliminary Amendment 



Claims 101-102 have been cancelled without prejudice to their future prosecution 
in response to the Examiner's requirement for restriction. Applicant reserves the right to 
file divisional applications on the non-elected claims. 

Applicant believes that the claims are in condition for allowance, and notification 
to that effect is respectfully requested. 



P.O. ADDRESS: 

WHYTE HIRSCHBOECK DUDEK S.C. 
Ill East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 2100 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 
(414) 273-2100 

Customer No. 022202 

698056vl 



Respectfully submitted, 



Kristine M. Strodthoff 
Registration No. 34,259 




Dated: October ,2001 
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